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The journey of which the following pages form a diary, afterward somewhat elaborated by facts

collected in Honduras, was conceived in California in 1853, and based upon reliable information,

which since 1851 had been placed at my disposal, regarding the gold regions of Central A merica. I

ts principal object was a reconnoissance of that part of the republic of Honduras known as Olancho,

which in 1850 had been visited by a gentleman now residing in New York, and by him, on his return,

represented to be another California, equaling the new El Dorado in auriferous deposits, and

excelling it in position and accessibility. The advantages of this country had for some time been the

theme of discussion. From the limited information that could be collected in San Francisco, and the

papers in my possession, it appeared that on the head-waters of the streams taking their rise in the

mountains of Honduras and falling into the Caribbean Sea particularly the Guayape or Patook there

were deposits of gold (placers) in every way similar to those of California; that these were

accessible by a navigable river, the mouth of which was within three days steaming of New Orleans

and seven of New York; that the climate of this region, althougli in the tropics, was equable and

salubrious; that the government liad manifested a favorable disposition toward foreign enterprises

;and that, in addition to its mineral wealth, the country teemed with valuable woods and drugs, and

produced spontaneously all the tropical staples. At that time gold had been discovered at several

unexpected points throughout the world.(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and

don't occur in the book.)About the Publisher Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical writings,
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